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Meeting Schedule 
2019-2020 Book of the Year:  

The Old Curiosity Shop 

Meetings, free and open to all admirers of Charles 

Dickens, usually begin at 7:00 pm on available 

weekdays at various Regional County Libraries.  To 

use the County Library meeting rooms, our scheduler 

must be flexible. When in doubt, check the website. 

All events subject to the library and Nighttown 

reopening. How about a virtual meeting? 

Please download Zoom, a free app, on your 

computer or smart phone and watch the etwist 

for further developments. 
 

Thurs. May 14. Beachwood County Library, Rm.B. 

     Bill Owen explains Grandfather Trent’s 

     gambling addiction. 
  
Thurs. June 4, 6:00-9:00 pm. Annual Memorial  

     Dinner, Nighttown (Cedar and Fairmount). 

     See details, right. 

 

 Canceled. International Dickens Fellowship 

     Conference, Goodenough College, London. 

            
Thurs. Aug. 13. Beachwood County Library, B. 

     Planning meeting.  Please bring ideas for next 

     year’s study of Barnaby Rudge. 

  

Bring a guest. 

Your friends are always welcome. 

 

Book of the Year for 2020-2021: 

 Barnaby Rudge 
 

www.clevelanddickensfellowship.org 

Find us on Facebook 
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 Dickens Memorial Dinner 
Cleveland branch memorializes the Inimitable 
on Thursday, June 4th, 6:00 to 9:00 pm, at 
Nighttown (Cedar and Fairmount). 
Everyone is welcome to this annual social event. 
Make reservations with Beth Bliss at $50 per 
person.  Drinks before dinner are extra, but wine 
for toasts and coffee are included. 
This year Mark Dawidziak and his wife Sara 
Showman give us “A Tale of Two Writers: 
Charles Dickens and Rod Serling.”  Part talk, 
part performance, they present the profound 
influence of Dickens on Rod Serling and “The 
Twilight Zone.”  Mark recently published 
Everything I Need to Know I Learned in the 

Twilight Zone.  For many years his Largely 
Literary Theater gave us Christmas Carol 

starring Mark and Sara. (See photo below.)  
Former television critic for the Plain Dealer and 
prolific author, Mark reveres Dickens.  
Unfortunately, his schedule keeps him away 
from our meetings. Here’s our chance to catch 
up with him and Sara.  
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Two detectives chase OCS Magic Cooking Box 

What was it? 

First off the block, Michael Wells, who writes: 
I, of course, could not resist the challenge and said I would look into 
the subject.  This was a mistake. 
Despite some significant time spent on the CSU library site, searching 
articles, books, JSTOR, and whatnot, I came up with nothing. All this 
Dickens scholarship and nothing on this cooking contraption?  So I 
moved to researching food and Dickens, cooking and Dickens, 
domestic science and Dickens, snacks and Dickens, etc. Result: 
nothing relevant. Perhaps Dickens scholarship has long passed by this 
subject (at least on the indexed and retrievable stuff I found). 
However Google and PBS came to a partial rescue. I found a PBS 
site, The History Kitchen, which brought me to Eating and Drinking 

with Charles Dickens. This was really about Dickens and Christmas, 
but it did remind that Dickens was a lover of food and drink (he 
opposed the Temperance Movement). It also reminded about the 
eating and drinking scenes in A Christmas Carol, Oliver Twist, and 

Great Expectations. It did not, however, remind about the cooking 
contraption that started my research. There must be a dissertation 
somewhere or a lost article (hopefully producing tenure) about this 
contraption. Does anyone’s Penguin edition have a note about this? 
Having spent $50.00 on a worthless annotated edition, I’m not up to 
investing more money in this aspect of Dickens scholarship. The same 
goes for the two works cited in the PBS article: 
Drinking with Dickens and Dining with Dickens by Cedric Dickens 
both from Elvendon Press. 

Next, Beth Bliss nosed around the 
Web and stumbled on this 
citation: 
Source: The Annual of Scientific 

Discovery of Yearbook of Facts in 

Science, 1852, pp 52-53.  
“Magic cooking box created by 
M. Soyer. Construction of box 
consisted of reservoirs for wine or 
other spirits, flues, tubes, and 
wicks. Small in size, described as 
a counting house ink stand. 
Could fit in a hat. Able to cook a 
one-and-a-half-pound rump roast 
in five minutes.” 
Problem: OCS was published 
during 1840 and 41. This 
invention is from 1851. 
Wikipedia’s biography of Soyer 
notes he was a French chef, born 
in 1810, who came to England in 
time to cook for Victoria’s 
coronation in 1838, and later for 
Irish famine victims. So maybe his 
invention was described in an 
earlier journal. And maybe CD 
read about it before he wrote 
OCS.  Maybe.  

 

OCS, Chapter 35, Dick Swiveller and the Lodger: 
…the lodger took from his great trunk a kind of temple, shining as of 

polished silver and placed it carefully on the table….Into one little chamber 

of this temple he dropped an egg, into another some coffee, into a third a 

compact piece of raw steak from a neat tin case, into a fourth he poured 

some water.  Then, with the aid of a phosphorus-box and some matches, he 

procured a light and applied it to a spirit-lamp…; then he shut down the lids 

of all the little chambers, then he opened them; and then, by some wonderful 

and unseen agency, the steak was done, the egg was boiled, the coffee was 

accurately prepared, and his breakfast was ready.   

Jealous: At least four 

Fellowship branches studied The 

Old Curiosity Shop this year. 
Two in England (Bristol Clifton 
and Nottingham) enjoyed a visit 
and talk from Tony Williams, 
Associate Editor of The 

Dickensian, and two in the US 
(New Orleans and Cleveland) 
did not. Humph! 
Consider Zoom meetings? 

Other branches 

In an example of New Zealand’s 
civility, Christchurch branch 

staged a reading of Hard Times with 
grandchildren! 
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It’s not Dickens, but…novelists on Shakespeare Hogarth Shakespeare 
Jeanette Winterson. The Gap of Time 

(Winter’s Tale) 

Howard Jacobson. Shylock Is My Name   
(Merchant of Venice) 

Anne Tyler. Vinegar Girl 

(Taming of the Shrew) 

Margaret Atwood. Hag-Seed (Tempest) 

Tracy Chevalier. New Boy (Othello) 

Edward St. Aubyn. Dunbar (King Lear) 

Jo Nesbo. Macbeth  

Gillian Flynn. (Hamlet) Due Jan. 2021 

Hogarth Press had a great idea. Commission eight famous 
novelists to take a crack at Shakespeare’s plays.  Not the poetry, 
of course, but themes and characters. Ultimately, using 
contemporary settings, they highlight the bard’s eternal truths 
while they entertain.  Here’s a question for us: What play would 
Dickens do if he were asked?  
So far, I’ve read four. In Margaret Atkinson’s Hag-Seed, 
Felix (Prospero) is ousted from his position as artistic director 
of a Canadian Shakespeare festival by conniving colleagues.  
His revenge as he stages The Tempest in a local prison drives 
the plot.  But humor abounds. Teaching the convicts (and 
recapping the play for us), he overcomes snags peculiar to his 
situation: no tough guy wants to play the fairy or Miranda; his 
semi-literate cast must be allowed to rewrite and shorten the 
verse; he must invent props and costumes from what he can 
find—rubber gloves, bathing caps, stuffed animals.  His own 
low-budget dentistry threatens his speech.  “Our revelth now 
have ended.  Theeth our actorth…” etc. 
In Baltimore, Anne Tyler works out Taming of the Shrew in 
Vinegar Girl’s arranged marriage with her father-scientist’s 
valuable foreign lab assistant. Tyler’s Kate is outspoken and 
unsocial.  A nursery schoolteacher, she tells the parents exactly 
what’s wrong with their kids. Why not? It’s the truth?  Luckily 
Pyotr likes vinegar. To my relief, Kate announces at the 
wedding reception, not her subjugation to her husband, but her 
compassion for him. “It’s hard being a man,” she says. Then: 
“I’m not backing down; I’m letting him into my country.  I’m 
giving him space where we can both be ourselves.” 
Shakespeare’s Shrew raises my hackles, but Tyler’s take on it is 
a winner. 
Instead of Lear on the heath, in Dunbar St. Aubyn gives us a 
Rupert Murdoch-like plutocrat committed to a sanitorium in the 
Lake District by his evil daughters. He escapes with an 
alcoholic comedian into the Cumbrian hills until he’s near 

death.  Then the plot revolves around the 
good daughter, a hostile takeover, the 
intricacies of corporate finance, erotic 
sexual practices.  When the comedian 
dies mid-novel, so does the humor. After 
all, this is a tragedy. 
Another tragedy, Macbeth, by Jo Nesbo 

in his “Scandinavian noir” mode 
certainly works—if you can stand it.  
Macbeth’s an ambitious policeman in a 
town that industry has deserted. There 
are only “three other businesses where 
people can still get rich: casinos, drugs 
and politics.”  Extreme poverty, dirt, 
drugs and a dismal cold rain comprise the 
setting.  Macbeth and Lady, owner of a 
casino, murder Duncan, the police chief 
who is poised to clean it all up. 
I found that, particularly in the tragedies, 
I missed the nobility of the poetry. 
If CD took on one of comedies, say 
Twelfth Night, I’d be there. —K. S.  
 

“Lord, keep my memory green.”  But, how, with no conference? 

 Memorialize your Aunt Minnie Dickens-style for UK Journalists’ Charity. 

Write her as Dickens would if he were alive today and aware 
of today’s headlines.  In 300 words make her funny, active, 
outrageous. What does she say after a few glasses of wine at 
Christmas dinner?  Make her strut. 
It’s a contest to draw characters CD would be describing 
today. No entry fee, but we are encouraged to donate to the 
Journalists Charity, a fund Dickens helped found to help 
journalists and their families in the UK and Ireland in need.  
The Dickens Fellowship is co-sponsoring the contest. 
If Aunt Minnie wins, veteran Fleet Street cartoonist Stanley 
McMurtry, MBE, will draw her.  

Judges include Ian Dickens, President of 
the Fellowship, Prof. Malcolm Andrews, 
Editor of The Dickensian, and Prof. Jenny 
Hartley, Editor of Selected Letters of 

Charles Dickens.  Send your Aunt Minnie 
to Dickens@journalistscharity.org.uk or 
mail to Dickens House, 35 Wathen Road, 
Dorking. Surrey, RH4 1JY. Entries due by 
5 pm on June 9th, the 150th anniversary of 
Dickens’s death.    
 



  

Dickens Fellowship 
Beth Bliss, Newsletter Editor 
772 Quilliams Rd. 
Cleveland Hts. OH  44121 

RIP: Valerie Browne Lester, 1939-2019, Dickensian and biographer of Phiz  
 

 New David Copperfield film 
On January 30th, Ian Dickens (current President of the 
Dickens Fellowship) praised the new film David 

Copperfield: "A joyous afternoon watching this. An 
absolute delight, cleverly cast, beautifully performed and 
wonderfully observed." 
According to the film’s website it’s scheduled to be 
released 8 May 2020 (or when theaters open again). 
It stars, among many others, Dev Patel as David 
Copperfield, Tilda Swinton as Betsey Trotwood, Peter 
Capaldi as Mr. Micawber, Hugh Laurie as Mr. Dick. 
It sounds like a move that needs to be seen. —Beth Bliss 

 

Browne Lester, writing her great, great, 
grandfather’s biography, The Man Who 

Drew Dickens, used a loupe to minutely 
examine Phiz’s images of Nell.  Aware 
that he, at age 25, had just married 
Susannah Reynolds,16, daughter of a 
Baptist minister, and that it took them 
almost 2 years to produce a child, the 
first of 12, she concluded that Phiz’s  

child bride was terrified of sex and he drew Nell accordingly (left). She accuses Dickens of “pickling” Nell 
in pre-puberty, conflating her with Mary Hogarth, whose traumatic death two years earlier in 1837 stayed 
with him.  She sees Phiz’s images of Nell changing as Susannah did until, she claims, Nell looks “like a 
sexpot” (right). Valerie Lester Browne’s talk explaining this theory enlivened the annual Fellowship 
Conference in Philadelphia in 2007. When she died last June, the Fellowship suffered a considerable loss.   
 


