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Know anyone who might be interested in receiving notification of this bulletin? Please 
send email address to k.schuerger@outlook.com 
 

In this issue: 
 See you at Nighttown, Thursday, June 6, 6:00 to 9:00! 
 Check out our new website.  Thank you, Ed Moritz. 
 Meeting times: we discussed and decided (kind of). 
 London bookshop republishes early 20th C books by women. 
 Dickens Museum mounts show on CD’s international influence. 
 Walter and Elizabeth Zborowsky: Paul Siedel talks at memorial service. 

  
 
Don’t miss the social event of our year—Annual Memorial Dinner. 
Call or email Beth Bliss for reservations.  216-533-0813: bbliss67@msn.com  
Write your check to “Dickens Fellowship” for $50.00 per person. 
Speaker: Mrs. James Garfield (impersonated by Anita Benedetti). 
A great way to mark the end of our Nicholas Nickleby study, this dinner is always great fun.  Don’t miss it. 

 
Ed Moritz has our website up and running. 
It’s still under construction, but you can tell it’s going to be great.  Same address.  Be sure to bookmark it. 
https://www.clevelanddickensfellowship.org/ 
 

Next season we’ll skip January; meet in daylight in February. 
No more fighting Cleveland’s weather in January.  Not sure about February, perhaps we’ll meet for lunch. 
We’ll stick to the same day of the week throughout the schedule, so there’s not much to keep straight. 
All the other monthly meetings happen in the evening, as usual. 
Check the website and make a note on your paper calendar. 
 

Persephone Books sells unique combo of early 20th century female authors. 
Owner/ publisher Nicola Beauman says she enjoys “what academics would 
call middlebrow, and I would call a good read.”  She looks for good writing 
and plumbs the novels for social history.  Some authors: Katherine Mansfield, 
Frances Hodgson Burnett (The Secret Garden), Winifred Watson (Miss 
Pettigrew Lives for A Day). She even includes a few male authors. 
The physical makeup of each book is unique. 
Explore the website. Each book is $20.00 if ordered from US. 
See links to New York Times article and Persephone Books website below. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/14/books/persephone-books-women-
london.html 
 
http://www.persephonebooks.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
  



Global Dickens: For Every Nation Upon Earth  
Going to London this summer?  The Dickens Museum on Doughty Street opened their new exhibit May 14th.  
If you’re confined to armchair travel, you can check it out in their newsletter.  Note: David Copperfield in 
Antarctica! 
Use the link below, and while you’re at it, subscribe. 
https://mailchi.mp/dickensmuseum/global-dickens-and-entertainment-of-the-victorian-era-this-
may?e=f73544e3aa 
 
 

 Elizabeth and Walter Zborowsky: Paul Siedel delivers tribute for Cleveland Branch. 
A few Dickensians were present at the Community Mausoleum of Lake View Cemetery for the Life Tribute 
Service on May 18th for Elizabeth and Walter.  Paul spoke for all of us:  
 

On behalf of the Cleveland Branch of the International Dickens Fellowship I would like to express our 
thoughts at this time and say that it was both a privilege and an honor to have known Walter and 
Elizabeth Zborowsky. Walter was a founding member of the Cleveland Fellowship back in the 1980 and 
kept his membership current throughout all those years. During the meetings Walter was among those 
who contributed new ideas and gave new insight to the way we see Dickens and his novels. He attended 
many international conferences and spoke at several. He was a true Dickensian. One of Walter’s favorite 
Dickens stories was the famous holiday classic “A Christmas Carol”, the story of a miser who was bent 
on accumulating worldly goods and qualities such as sympathy and empathy had essentially died within 
him. It is also however the story of a person’s death and rebirth when he is haunted one night by three 
ghosts carrying visions of the things that could happen if he were more charitable and Scrooge 
experiences a rebirth when he learns that it is never too late to change for the better. Unlike Scrooge, 
Walter and Elizabeth both led lives of unbounded generosity, but like Scrooge they are now 
experiencing the rebirth and renewal of life in the presence of The Almighty. 
Elizabeth was always there to pick Walter up whenever he didn’t drive and although she was not a 
Dickens fan herself, she was always ready to engage in conversation about what we had covered that 
night. Walter and Elizabeth were both the epitome of what it meant to be fans of Charles Dickens and 
some of his most admirable characters. They were giving people who were concerned about their fellow 
man and who freely gave of themselves to see that others less fortunate were able to move forward in 
life.  
So it is with much sadness that we, the fellow members of the Cleveland Dickens Fellowship, along 
with all of us here bid farewell to both Walter and Elizabeth knowing they occupied a place in our hearts 
that no one will ever be able to fill.  
 


